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MID WEST REGION TOUR 

Statement by Member for Ocean Reef 
MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef) [12.58 pm]: During the winter recess four members of Parliament, including 
me, participated in a tour of the Mid West region that was organised by the member for Geraldton. I take this 
opportunity to thank those who gave their time. The tour began with Gary Snook—the Mid West representative 
of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy—who kindly drove us to Jurien Bay via the almost-completed Indian 
Ocean Drive. We gained special permission from Main Roads to travel on that road. We took time out to look at 
Wedge Island and then continued on to attend a meeting with the president and chief executive officer of the 
Shire of Dandaragan. I thank them very much for the time that they gave us.  

We continued on to Geraldton, and special thanks go to all those who took time out of their schedules to meet 
with us, including the Mid West Development Commission; Oakajee Port and Rail, which took us to its Oakajee 
site; Iluka Resources; the Square Kilometre Array team; Geraldton Port Authority; Batavia Coast Maritime 
Institute; the Department of Agriculture and Food; John Willcock College, whose students, of which there are 
only years 8 and 9, all have their own Apple laptops; the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery; and, the Geraldton 
Iron Ore Alliance. On the final day we drove to Morawa to visit the Sinosteel Midwest Corporation mine, which 
was our state’s very first iron ore mine.  

I give special thanks to the member for Geraldton for giving us an insight into the many and varied issues that a 
regional member has to face. It was an experience that I would recommend to other metropolitan members in 
order for them to appreciate the enormous variety of issues that are brought to the attention of regional members 
on a daily basis. 

I give thanks to Gary Snook who, with his experience of the Mid West as a former member of Parliament and his 
experience with the Chamber of Minerals and Energy, was an informative and valuable host.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


